
THE COIMBRA GROUP:
A TRADITION OF INNOVATION

How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

Perspectives from the Coimbra Group

Emmanuelle Gardan, Director



COIMBRA GROUP: MEMBER UNIVERSITIES
MEMBERS INVOLVED IN ALLIANCES OF EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES

Aarhus (DK)
Barcelona (ES)
Bergen (NO)
Bologna (IT)
Bristol (UK)
Budapest (HU)
Coimbra (PT)
Dublin (IE)
Durham (UK)
Edinburgh (UK)
Galway (IE)
Genève (CH)
Göttingen (DE)

Granada (ES)
Graz (AT)
Groningen (NL)
Heidelberg (DE)
Iaşi (RO)
Istanbul (TR)
Jena (DE)
Köln (DE)
Kraków (PL)
Leiden (NL)
Leuven (BE)
Louvain (BE)
Montpellier (FR)
Montpellier 3 (FR)

Padova (IT)
Pavia (IT)
Poitiers (FR)
Prague (CZ)
St. Petersburg (RU)
Salamanca (ES)
Siena (IT)
Tartu (EE)
Turku (FI)
Uppsala (SE)
Utrecht (NL)
Vilnius (LT)
Würzburg (DE)
Åbo (FI)



COIMBRA GROUP: ALLIANCES OF EUROPEAN
UNIVERSITIES WITH COIMBRA GROUP MEMBERS

CHARM-EU
Barcelona (ES) 
Budapest (HU) 

Dublin (IE)
Montpellier (FR)

Utrecht (NL)

Una Europa
Bologna (IT) 

Edinburgh (UK) 
Kraków (PL)

KU Leuven (BE)

EC2U
Coimbra (PT)

Iaşi (RO)
Jena (DE)
Pavia (IT)

Poitiers (FR) 
Salamanca (ES) 

Turku (FI)

Circle U.
Aarhus (DK) 
Louvain (BE)

4EU+
Heidelberg (DE)
Prague (CZ)

ARQUS
Bergen (NO)
Granada (ES)
Graz (AT) 
Padova (IT) 
Vilnius (LT)

EUniWell
Cologne (DE) 
Leiden (NL)

ENLIGHT
Galway (IE)
Göttingen (DE) 
Groningen (NL)
Tartu (EE) 
Uppsala (SE)

With the Coimbra Group 
as Associated Partner:



How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

The European Universities Initiative?
European Universities alliances?

The alliance per se?
The Erasmus+ project?

The Horizon 2020/HE project?



How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

Purposes

- Evaluation 
- Management
- Induce changes Performance

Accountability
Acceptance 

Dynamic 
Process
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Perspectives

Policy-makers

University

Local ecosystem

Students/Families

Staff

Academic community

Society

International partners

Funders

Legislator

Employers Sector

Etc.



How to assess the impact of 
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Multi-level impacts

Institution

Local / 
Regional

National

European

International
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• Flexibility: recognizing the plurality of the alliances

• Creativity =>  complexity

• Bottom-up approach : highly ‘context-specific’ => need 
to find the right balance btw common criteria/specificity

• Inclusiveness

• Implementing an ambition with respect to fostering the 
quality of higher education, research excellence, societal 
changes

How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

Coherence with initial rules of the initiative: 
No one-size fits all!
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• Quantitative vs Qualitative impact assessment

• Sustainability

• Transformative impact for the sector

• Higher Education / Research synergy integration

• Internationalisation

• Interdisciplinarity

How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

Key issues
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How to assess the impact of 
European universities? 

Challenges to impact assessment

Timeframe 

Funding
Data

Institutional changes

Political changes 
(Brexit…)



THE COIMBRA GROUP: A TRADITION OF INNOVATION
www.coimbra-group.eu

Thank you for 
your attention !
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