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Before the  
European 
Approach

Different national QA regimes
fragmented assessments, multiple procedures, frameworks, 
visits, panels, reports, decisions

ECA project JOQAR (2010-2013) 
single accreditation procedures and mutual recognition 
of accreditation of joint programmes, tested in pilots



Development 
of the 

European 
Approach

• Bucharest Communique (2012): „we will aim to recognise
quality assurance decisions of EQAR-registered agencies on 
joint and double degee programmes“

• Ad hoc-Expert group was asked by BFUG to make proposal

• Involvement of Bologna working groups, stakeholders, BFUG

• European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes; 
adopted in May 2015 by EHEA Ministers in Yerevan



Essence of European Approach

No additional national criteria!
• “Setting standards…based on the agreed tools of the EHEA, 

without applying additional national criteria”

European standards and procedure
• Standards and procedure  according to ESG, taking “jointness” 

into account

Decision/result
• By EQAR-listed agency
• Accepted in other EHEA countries by other agencies



Eligibility
• Status
• Joint design and delivery
• Consortium agreement

Learning Outcomes
• Level
• Disciplinary field
• Achievement
• Regulated professions

Study Programme
• Curriculum
• Credits
• Workload

Admission and
Recognition

Learning, Teaching and 
Assessment Student Support

Resources
• Staff
• Facilities

Transparency and 
Documentation

Quality Assurance

Standards for QA of Joint Programmes



Self-Evaluation 
Report Review Panel Site Visit Review Report

Formal 
Outcomes and 

Decision
Appeals Reporting Follow-Up

Periodicity

Procedure for external QA of joint programmes



European Appoach in EHEA
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EUROPEAN APPROACH ONLINE TOOLKIT

WWW.IMPEA.EU
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THANK YOU!

Maciej Markowski
maciej.markowski@pka.edu.pl
Twitter: @_mmarkowski
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